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LISTENING 

 
Time: 10 minutes 

 
You will hear a talk on the radio about the Loch Ness Monster. For questions 1-

10, complete the sentences. Use ONE WORD only. You will hear the recording 

twice. 

The Mysterious Monster 

1. The head of the Loch Ness Monster has been compared to that of 

a ____________. 

2. The first published photographic image of the monster is known as 

the ___________’s picture. 

3. People argued that the picture taken in 1960 actually showed a __________ but 

experts have proved them wrong. 

4. Tim Dinsdale realised that most monster sightings occurred on days when 

the weather was _______ . 

5. Most eyewitnesses say they have no interest in getting ________ when they 

report their sightings. 

6. In 1968, an underwater investigation used sonar equipment instead 

of __________ to try and find the monster. 

7. An attempt to find the monster by using a ________ failed in 1969 because the 

water in the lake was very dirty. 

8. The idea of using a group of _______ to help with the search proved to be 

unrealistic. 

9. Dr Rines’ underwater picture of 1972 seemed to show the ________ of a large 

sea animal. 

10. The aim of the latest research project is to study all the ________ and 

animals living in Loch Ness. 

 

TRANSFER   YOUR   ANSWERS   TO   THE   ANSWER   SHEET 
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READING 

 
Time: 30 minutes 

 

Task 1. You are going to read an article about forgotten inventions. For 

questions 1-10, choose from the inventions (A-D). If a question has more than 

one answer, they can be given in any order. 

 

Inventions the world forgot 

A. The Telharmonium 

The Telharmonium was the world’s first electronic musical instrument. It was 

designed by an American, Thaddeus Cahill, in 1897. Three models of the 

instrument were built; the first weighed about 7,000 kg, and the other two weighed 

nearly 200,000 kg! Music from the instrument was broadcast to people’s homes 

using another new invention: the telephone. For the first time, people could stay at 

home and listen to live music from another part of the country on their telephones. 

(The radio had not been invented.) People loved these concerts, but there were 

problems. Some telephone users who were not listening to the concert were 

interrupted by loud music half way through their conversation! By 1914, the world 

was no longer interested in the Telharmonium. After Cahill’s death in 1934, his 

brother kept one of the three models, but in 1962 it was destroyed. No recordings 

of the music were kept, so the Telharmonium and its unique sound have 

disappeared forever. 

B. The Rejuvenator 

In the early 20th century, there was a lot of interest in the power of electricity to 

cure medical conditions. A device called the Rejuvenator was invented by British 

scientist Otto Overbeck in 1925. It was used in the home to treat all kinds of 

medical problems, including deafness and baldness, and became very popular. It 

was advertised in newspapers and members of the public were invited to watch live 
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demonstrations in theatres. The users placed electrodes on any part of their body 

and a small electric current was passed through it. It was unclear exactly how the 

machine worked, but hundreds were sold all around the world and Overbeck 

became rich. In the 1950s, it was still possible to buy new parts for these machines, 

but today they are only seen in museums.  

C. The Writing Ball 

The Writing Ball was invented in 1865 by Rasmus Malling-Hansen from 

Denmark. It was a machine for typing onto paper. Malling-Hansen spent a long 

time working on the design. For example, he made sure all the keys were placed in 

the best positions for typing quickly. The machine even used electricity to make 

the movement faster. There was one problem, however: you could not see the 

paper as you were typing. Nevertheless, the Writing Ball was sold all over Europe 

and was very successful. However, each model was made by hand. Soon, other 

machines became more popular because they were made in factories and were 

cheaper. A new keyboard was developed with the keys arranged differently. This 

arrangement is now used on phones and computer keyboards all over the world, 

even though it was quicker to type using the Writing Ball. The once-popular 

Writing Ball was forgotten. 

D. The Antikythera Mechanism 

In 1901, a ship was discovered at the bottom of the sea near the Greek island of 

Antikythera. On the ship there was an ancient machine. It had been made in 2 BC. 

For many years after its discovery, nobody understood exactly what the machine 

was for. But in the 1970s, scientists used X-rays to find it out. Amazingly, they 

detected that the machine was an ancient computer. It had been designed to predict 

the movements of the sun, the moon and the planets. It did so by means of more 

than thirty hand-made metal wheels of different sizes. In 2006 a study of the 
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mechanism was led by Professor Michael Edmunds from Cardiff University. He 

described the device as ‘just extraordinary, the only thing of its kind’ and ‘more 

valuable than the Mona Lisa’. Reconstructions have been made and the device 

works perfectly. 

Which invention: 

was lost and then found again? 1___  

was popular for a time but then disappeared? 2___ 3___ 4___ 

was designed to improve people’s health? 5___  

was very heavy? 6___ 

was designed by an unknown inventor? 7___ 

was first designed in the 19th century? 8___ 9___ 

was forgotten because it was expensive to make? 10___ 

Task 2. Read the article again and decide if the sentences below (11-20) are true  

(T), false (F) or ‘not stated’ (NS). 

11. The Telharmonium was invented before the radio. ___ 

12. Thaddeus Cahill destroyed the final model of his invention before he died. ___ 

13. The Rejuvenator successfully cured deafness and baldness in hundreds of 

people. ___ 

14. In order to treat their medical problems using the Rejuvenator, people had to 

visit hospitals. ___ 

15. The Rejuvenator was a commercial success even though it was not obvious 

how  

it operated. ___ 

16. The Writing Ball was the first machine that used electricity for typing. ___ 

17. Other typing machines were cheaper to make because they were not made by 

hand. ___ 



ПОДМОСКОВНАЯ ОЛИМПИАДА ШКОЛЬНИКОВ ПО 

АНГЛИЙСКОМУ ЯЗЫКУ 2023 

7-8 КЛАССЫ 
 

18. The Antikythera Mechanism was at the bottom of the sea for nearly 2,000 

years. ___ 

19. For about 70 years after it was found, the purpose of the mechanism was not  

known. ____ 

20. The parts of the Antikythera Mechanism were machine made. ____ 

 
 

TRANSFER   YOUR   ANSWERS   TO   THE   ANSWER   SHEET 
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USE OF ENGLISH 
 

Time: 30 minutes 
 

Task 1.  Read the definitions and do the crossword puzzle. Some of the letters are 

given. 

Mood and attitudes 

 

 

1. offensive/impolite (4 letters) 

2. assured/confident (9 letters) 

3. extremely tired (9 letters) 

4. drowsy /a little tired (6 letters) 

5. unwilling to do something or change your mind (8 letters) 

6. bad-mannered (8 letters) 

7. treating someone badly or cruelly, esp. physically (7 letters) 

8. sad or not satisfied (7 letters) 

9. extremely sad and without hope (9 letters)  

10.  miserable, bored or annoyed, especially by something that you 

have experienced for too long (3 letters+2 letters) 

11.  showing the strong desire to follow a particular plan of action even if it 

is difficult 

 

11 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/drowsy
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/treat
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/badly
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/cruel
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/esp
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/physically
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/especially
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/experienced
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/long
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/showing
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/strong
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/desire
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/follow
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/particular
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/plan
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/action
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/even
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/difficult
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Task 2.  Read the text and choose the correct word. The first one (0) has bееn 

done for you. 

Sleep 

 

By the time we 0 reach old age most of us have 12 ______ twenty years 

sleeping. Nobody knows why we do it. Most scientists believe that by resting our 

bodies, we allow time for 13 ______ maintenance work to be done.  

Sleep is controlled by certain chemicals, which build up during the day, eventually 

reaching 14 ______ that cause tiredness. We can control the effects of these 

chemicals to some extent. Caffeine helps to 15 ______ us awake while some 

medicines make us sleepy. 

By using electrodes, scientists are able to 16 ______ what goes on in people's 

heads while they sleep. They have 17 ______ that when we first drop off 

everything slows down. The heart 18 ______ more slowly, and our breathing 

becomes shallow. After about ninety minutes our eyes start to twitch, and we go 

into what is called  REM* sleep, which is a 19 ______ that we’ve started to 

dream. You have dreams every night even if you don’t remember them. There are 

many theories about why we dream but none of them is conclusive. 

A lot of people say they have to have eight hours’ sleep every night while others 

sleep a lot less. One thing is 20 ______ - we all need some sleep. Going without it 

can have some very strange effects.  

*REM = Rapid Eye Movement 

 

0 A arrive B reach C become D get 

12 A passed B used C spent D occupied 

13 A main B elementary C needed D essential 

14 A peaks B heights C positions D levels 

15 A stay B keep C make D maintain 

16 A exhibit B work C study D think 

17 A seen B researched C discovered D watched 

18 A beats B hits C moves D trembles 

19 A clue B proof C sign D signal 

20 A fixed B certain C confident D decided 
 

Task 3. Complete the sentences using a word from list A and a suitable prefix 

from list B. One word from list A and one prefix from list B are odd and  you do 

not need to use them. 
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Czech   Hungarian   Dutch    Arabic    Italian    Eskimo    

Aboriginal    Finnish    Swedish    Hindi    Turkish 

 

A charged   circle   dated   day   freeze   wife 

B ex     anti      mid       post   semi     under    

 

21. My brother is divorced, but he still gets on well with his ____________.  

22. The sun is at its hottest at ____________. 

23. The little children sat in a ____________ while their teacher read them a 

story. 

24. Winter’s coming. I hope you’ve remembered to put ____________in your 

car.  

25. The waiter has ____________me. I only paid £10 but it should have been 

£15. 
 

Task 4. The English words in the middle column are borrowings from other 

languages. Match the words in the middle column with the languages they come 

from given in the box. The first one (0) has bееn done for you. 

 
 

 

 

 Word Language 

0 algebra Arabic 

26 piano  

27 boss  

28 bungalow  

29 yoghurt  

30 paprika  

31 sauna  

32 anorak  

33 robot  

34 boomerang  
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35 ombudsman*  

*someone who works for a government or large organization and deals with 

the complaints made against it. 

TRANSFER   YOUR   ANSWERS   TO   THE   ANSWER   SHEET 

  

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/works
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/government
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/large
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/organization
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/deal
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/complaint
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WRITING 

Time: 40 minutes  

 

Read the advertisement. 

 

A local radio station is holding a competition between fantasy stories written by 

listeners. The winning stories will be read on the radio. The competition rules 

state that all stories must begin with these words: 

 

When Jack found an odd-looking egg in the forest and took it home, he 

could never have predicted what was inside it. 

 

Write a fantasy story. 

Remember to: 

1. include a title and the sentence from the advertisement; 

2. provide the setting (the place and the time at which the action takes place); 

3. describe at least one supernatural object and at least one imaginary creature; 

4. create a hero and a villain; 

5. develop a conflict between good and evil; 

6. include two phrasal verbs and underline them in your story. 

Write your story in 150-210 words (the title is included in the word count). 

 

 

TRANSFER   YOUR   ANSWERS   TO   THE   ANSWER   SHEET 

 


