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Singapore Zoo 

 

The Singapore Zoo has always been one of the best zoos in the world. Opened in 1973, the zoo was 

built at a cost of $9 million that was granted by the government of Singapore. Bernard Harrison 

designed the zoo with the guiding principle that the animals within should be living in a habitat 

mimicking their natural environment as closely as possible. 

Singapore Zoo has always exhibited animals in naturalistic, 'open' exhibits with hidden barriers, moats, 

and glass between the animals and visitors. It houses the largest captive colony of orangutans in the 

world. The Singapore Zoo has been highly ranked by various international metrics.  

There are over 2,800 animals in the Singapore Zoo, representing over 300 species of mammals, birds 

and reptiles, of which some 16 per cent are considered to be threatened species. They are kept on a 28- 

hectare plot of land.  

History 

The conception of the Singapore Zoo dates from 1969. At the time, the Public Utilities Board (PUB) 

decided to use some of its land holdings around reservoirs for parks and open recreational facilities.  

In 1971, the construction of the basic 50 enclosures was started. Animals were collected from dealers 

and donated by sponsors. The director of the National Zoological Gardens of Sri Lanka, Lyn de Alwis, 

was hired as a special consultant to work out the problems inherent in tropical zoos.  

On 27 June 1973, the Singapore Zoo opened its gates for the first time with a collection of 270 animals 

from over 72 species, and a staff of 130. By 1990, 1,600 animals from more than 160 species lived 

in social groups, housed in 65 landscaped exhibits with boundaries conceived to look as natural as 

possible. 

In 1987, the zoo began to display rare animals loaned by other zoos. The first animals displayed in this 

manner were the rare golden snub-nosed monkeys from China in 1987, which attracted more than half 

a million visitors. This was followed by white tigers from Cincinnati Zoo in 1988 and giant 

pandas from Wolong National Nature Reserve in 1990.  As a result of the restructuring, more facilities 

were launched, such as a $3.6 million Wildlife Healthcare & Research Centre in 2005. Existing 

infrastructure was revamped to further enhance the experience of visitors. The growth in revenue 

continued on an upward trend 

Areas and attractions 

Key animals found in the zoo include Asian elephants, white tigers, free-ranging orangutans, 

chimpanzees, proboscis monkeys, pygmy hippos, otters, Malayan tapirs, sun bears, crocodiles and 

naked mole rats. The main attractions of the zoo are its 11 theme-based zones. Each zone features the 

unique interactions and relationships among the different plant and animal species with their 

environment. The 11 zones are: Frozen Tundra, Wild Africa, Fragile Forest, Australian Outback, Great 

Rift Valley of Ethiopia, Treetops Trail, Gibbon Island, Primate Kingdom, Reptile Garden, Critters 

Longhouse, as well as the Tropical Crops & Orchid Garden. 
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The best thing about Singapore Zoo is that visitors can interact with the animals in a very guarded 

environment. This is a place where you walk in as a tourist and leave as a completely enriched and 

enlightened human being who is able to appreciate and relish biodiversity like never before. Jungle 

Breakfast is the most exciting and pleasant way of interacting with the animals. The orangutans and 

giraffes can be seen from close quarters. Located at the very north of the zoo, Rainforest Kidzworld 

is home to many domestic animals like goats and rabbits and there are other attractions in it like 

a carousel and a splash pad. Guests are allowed to closely interact with the animals and feed them. 

Rainforest Fights Back Show is a show put up by actors and animals together. It features a 

performance that shows how the people and the animals come together to protect the rainforest from a 

poacher who tries to mow down a section of the forest. 

Research & Educational Centre 

The Wildlife Healthcare & Research Centre was opened in March 2006 as part of the zoo's efforts in 

wildlife conservation. The Singapore Zoo has achieved numerous breakthroughs in its captive 

breeding programmes in the last 45 years. The birth of its first baby orangutan took place on 20 

January 1975, a rare event for orangutans in captivity at the time. On 15 November 2009, the first 

Komodo dragon was successfully hatched in the zoo after many unsuccessful attempts to breed the 

endangered reptile. In addition, the zoo has been successful in breeding a number of critically 

endangered species, including the river terrapin, Sumatran orangutan and cotton-top tamarin. 

In 2012, the zoo bred more than 140 animals, many of which are endangered or threatened 

species. Currently, 26 percent of the zoo’s animal species are threatened. Over the years, the zoo has 

established itself as a leading zoological facility for the captive management and breeding of 

endangered Asian primates. 

As part of its current efforts to transform itself into an edutainment zoo, a wide range of educational 

programmes for young children, students as well as families were introduced. These programmes 

include day and night camps, workshops and behind-the-scenes tours. The Kidzranger Tour, for 

example, is a hands-on educational programme that gives children the opportunity to become 

zookeepers and gain access to restricted areas in the Rainforest Kidzworld. 

Notable animals 

The most famous resident in the history of the Singapore Zoo is Ah Meng, the female Sumatran 

orangutan. Star of the zoo’s Breakfast with an Orangutan programme, Ah Meng became famous 

worldwide and was featured in numerous travel programmes, documentaries and print articles. In her 

lifetime, she had met celebrities – Elizabeth Taylor and Michael Jackson – and even royalty – Britain’s 

Prince Philip. Ah Meng died on 8 February 2008 at the age of 48.  

Omar the white Bengal tiger was another famous resident at the Singapore Zoo. A subspecies of 

Bengal tiger, white tigers are extremely rare, with only one in 10,000 born without the orange 

pigments in their skins. 

Other animal celebrities at Singapore Zoo include Astove the tortoise. The 300kg Aldabra giant 

tortoise, which came from Seychelles in 1989, is currently the oldest animal at the zoo at age 80. 

Previously, there was also Tommy, a giant Galapagos tortoise given as a gift by the Honolulu Zoo. 

Location and travel options for visitors 

The Singapore Zoo is located on the margins of Upper Seletar Reservoir within Singapore's heavily 

forested central catchment area.  

The easiest way to get to the zoo is by taxi. You can also get to Singapore Zoo by Bus or Metro. 

Singapore Zoo is currently served by the nearby Springleaf MRT (metro rail transit) station on 

the Thomson–East Coast line. Other ways of getting to the zoo from an MRT station is via bus 

services from either Choa Chu Kang MRT station, Khatib MRT station, or Ang Mo Kio MRT station.  

There are three bus services which call at the bus stop near to the Zoo. 
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